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Guards and led them against the Minister of Police,
the Prefect of Police, and the Commander of the post
of Paris, against whom they used violence. They dis-
seminated the report of the Emperor's death. These
ex-generals have been arrested; they are convicted
of imposture; they will be brought to justice. Per-
fect calm reigns in Paris; there was no disturbance
except in the three buildings visited by these brig-
ands."

The cruel deception of which the Duke of Rovigo
had been the victim, was for the Parisians, who are
always malicious and sharp-tonguetl, an occasion for
numberless jests and jeers. Friends and enemies of
the Empire alike laughed at it* A Minister of Police
arrested, a Minister of Police humbugged, a Minister
of Police imprisoned, was a godsend to the merry-
makers! Punning on the name of the prison to
which they had been carried, it was said that the
Minister and the Prefect of Police had made a " tour
de force." Referring to the fact that the Minister's
wife, alarmed by her husband's nocturnal arrest, had
run out of her room in her chemise, they said that
" in the whole affair, the person who made the best
appearance was she." The ladies, who were frequently
annoyed by the interference of the police, were avenged
by this adventure, and said, " They would, do much
better to busy themselves with what goes on in the
"barracks than with what goes on in our boudoirs."

Yet the affair was more sad than laughable* The
Duke of Rovigo, in his Memoirs, thus sums the mat-